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SUBJECT: ENFORCEMENT OF TUNA CONVENTION 
REF: PANAMA 5696 

FOLLOWING IS TRANSLATION OF GOP NOTE: 

QUOTE 

MR. AMBASSADOR: 

I AM WRITING TO ASK THAT YOU CONVEY TO YOUR GOVERNMENT 
THE POSITION OF PANAMA IN REGARD TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF 
THE YELLOWFIN TUNA CONSERVATION REGULATIONS AND MEASURES 
AGREED UPON BY THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION. 
AN ORGANIZATION TO WHICH BOTH OUR COUNTRIES BELONG. 

THE POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
IN REGARD TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF THOSE AGREED MEASURES IS 
AS FOLLOWS: 
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(1) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA IS 
WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE 
MEMBER STATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 

COMMISSION IN THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION THAT IS 
AVAILABLE OR MAY BE OBTAINED IN THE FUTURE REGARDING 
THE TUNA FISHING ACTIVITIES OF THE FISHING FLEET 
FLYING ITS FLAG AND THE TRANSSHIPPING OR UNLOADING 
ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT WITHIN THE NATIONAL TERRITORY 
BY FLAG VESSELS OF THE OTHER MEMBER STATES OF THE 
COMMISSION OR OF THIRD COUNTRIES. THIS INFORMATION 
MAY BE USED BY THE INTERESTED PARTIES TO VERIFY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED THROUGH OTHER MEANS, IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH THE EXISTING LAWS AND REGULATIONS IN THE 
RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES RELATING TO THE YELLOWFIN TUNA 
CONSERVATION SYSTEM. 

(2) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA WILL 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OR 
OFFICIALS OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMISSION TO 
INSPECT THE TRANSSHIPPING AND UNLOADING OF TUNA 
TAKEN IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN OF THE TROPICAL 
ZONE BY FLAG VESSELS OF THE MEMBER STATES, WHEN SUCH 
TRANSSHIPPING AND UNLOADING TAKES PLACE WITHIN THE 
NATIONAL TERRITORY. 

(3) TO THE BEST OF ITS ABILITY, THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA WILL LEND THE ASSISTANCE OF 
ITS CONTROL AND INSPECTION MEANS AND SYSTEMS TO THE 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OR OFFICIALS OF THE 
OTHER MEMBER STATES FOR INSPECTION AND CONTROL OF 
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE FLAG VESSELS OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES. 

(4) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA IS 
WILLING TO ENGAGE IN PERIODIC CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
OTHER MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMISSION IN REGARD TO 
OTHER JOINT COOPERATION MEASURES THAT MAY BE UNDER 
TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
CONSERVATION MEASURES INDICATED IN THE CONVENTION 
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OR AGREED UPON BY THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 
COMMISSION. 

(5) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA WILL 
WELCOME ANY COOPERATION OR ASSISTANCE RENDERED 
RECIPROCALLY WITH A VIEW TO THE FOREGOING BY THE 
OTHER MEMBER STATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL 
TUNA COMMISSION, TO ENSURE THE GREATER EFFECTIVENESS 
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OF ITS OWN INTERNAL CONTROL AND INSPECTION MEANS. 

IN EXPRESSING THE FOREGOING VIEWS OF MY GOVERNMENT, I 
SHOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD REPORT TO ME ANY 
COMMENTS YOUR GOVERNMENT MAY WISH TO MAKE IN THIS 

REGARD. 

/COURTESY CLAUSE/ 

- CARLOS OZORES T. 

- ACTING MINISTER OF 

- FOREIGN AFFAIRT 

END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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